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Dear Harold: 

Thanks fo r  your manuscript. I t  was very i n te res t i ng ,  even i f  i t  was 
a l i t t l e  hard t o  f o l l o w  w i thout  more d e t a i l e d  maps. 

I t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  from t h i s  work and t h a t  Susan A s t r i n  publ ished 
t h a t  there  i s  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  endogenous sequences. The MuLV work says t h e  
same. Therefore, I agree t h a t  there  has been some recent i n f e c t i o n  o f  t he  
germ l i n e .  The quest ion i s  whether t h i s  i n f e c t i o n  i s  from ex terna l  v i ruses  
o r  from an o r i g i n a l  endogenous v i r u s .  Experimental ly, t h a t  i s  whether o r  
no t  there  i s  a common primary u n i t  which then i s  ampl i f ied  and var ied.  The 
o r i g i n a l  pr imary u n i t  might o n l y  vary as much as c e l l u l a r  nuc leo t ide  
sequences. I t  would be the  secondary endogenous sequences t h a t  would be 
more var iab le .  

The major evidence against  t he  ex is tence o f  a pr imary endogenous 
sequence i n  the  mice i s  t he  negat ive l i v e r .  I would l i k e  t o  see f u r t h e r  
desc r ip t i on  o f  t h a t  animal and more l i k e  i t  before drawing such a s t rong 
conclusion. 

Keep up the  good work. Perhaps I w i l l  see you a t  Cold Spring Harbor 
o r  a t  London t h i s  summer. T e l l  Robin t h a t  I am planning t o  come t o  t h e  meeting 
i n  Ju ly .  I j u s t  saw t h a t  they d i d  no t  pu t  t h e  country  i n  the  address on 
the  l e t t e r ,  so he may never get  i t .  

With best regards, 

S incere ly  yours, 

Howard M. Temin 
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